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IV. CHRISTIAN LIVING  
by John Klemin 
 
 
AFTER RECEIVING THE HOLY SPIRIT, WE 

MUST GROW FROM "BABES IN CHRIST" TO 
STRONG, MATURE CHRISTIANS. 

 
1. Christian character and attitudes must be 

developed. 

 
God has made abundant provision for us to live rich 
and full lives. Everything we need for growth and 
maturity is found in Jesus Christ and in His Word. 
Peter lets us know that we do not have to make it 
into heaven just by "the skin of our teeth," but that 
we can have a glorious entrance (II Peter 1:11). 
 
We begin this life as a Christian with a "new birth,    
"becoming partakers of His divine nature. The 
baptism of the Holy Ghost is a gateway, not a goal. 
Life does not begin at "forty," but when you are born 
again. 
 
Some are willing to settle for an initial experience 
rather than a total commitment to Jesus Christ as the 
Lord of their lives. It reminds me of the young lady at 
a youth camp who claimed to have received the Holy 
Ghost, but then said, "I've got it now. I can fool 
around the rest of the time here." But you cannot 
stand still in your Christian life. If you grow in grace 
and in the knowledge of the Lord, adding to your life 
the seven qualities Peter refers to in 11 Peter, 
chapter one, you will never need to fall back into a 
life of sin. 
 
 
2. Prayer should be a central part of our daily 

walk with the Lord. 

 
Revival is happening where people are praying! 
Prayer is not something to be relegated to only a few 
Christians. Whatever you do, do not neglect your 
personal, daily time of prayer, when you talk to God 
and give Him time to talk to you. 
 
From my own mother, I learned the importance of 
finding time for daily prayer, shutting out the 
distractions as much as possible. From my pastor, I 
learned the value of early morning prayer meetings. I 
found out it really does pay to pray. Having begun 
my pastoral ministry at a very early age, I realize 
now I could not have made it, but for the fact that I 
knew how to talk to God and take my problems and 
concerns to Him. He directed my paths. A Sunday 
school teacher, in my youth, prodded me when I 

failed to turn up for prayer service. Now, I am 
grateful. Our prayers will get through to God when 
we search for Him with all our hearts (Jeremiah 
23:13). 
 
Prayer, to be effective, must be the right kind of 
praying (Matthew 6:5-13). We need to avoid praying 
just to make an impression on others, which is 
hypocritical. We should eliminate the verbiage and 
cliches that are unmeaningful and repetitious. Learn 
to talk to God from the heart. A plaque in my study 
says, "The secret of holy living is living holy in 
secret." Learn to get alone with God and let your 
conversation with Him be fresh, spontaneous, honest 
and thankful. 
 
Matthew 6:9 gives us what is referred to as the 
"Lord's Prayer," but in reality it is a pattern for His 
disciples. This does not mean that we are to simply 
repeat this prayer every time we pray. But there 
needs to be a realization of the things mentioned in 
the prayer: 
(1) A recognition of who He is-"Our Father ..." 
(2) An acknowledgement of His greatness and 
Lordship - "Hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom 
come. .." 
(3) A presentation of your requests or petitions for 
physical needs, mental needs and spiritual needs. 
(4) A request that He spare you from needless 
temptations. 
 
We do not have a blanket promise in the Bible that 
God is going to give us whatever we want or desire 
just because we pray persistently. But He will grant 
us those things that are good for us and that we 
need (Matthew 7:11). If you really want to see some 
glorious answers to prayer, link up with a friend in 
taking specific matters to God in prayer. There is 
tremendous power when "two agree as touching 
anything." I know this works! 
 
If you are experiencing an overwhelming temptation 
in your life, do not relax your prayer life. You can 
come through victoriously! Jesus singled out Peter, in 
Matthew 26:41, for some personal counsel and to 
encourage him to continual alertness and prayer lest 
anything should transpire that would take him by 
surprise and cause him to yield to temptation. 
 
When you pray, be sure to ask in His name! The 
name of Jesus has been given to you. It is yours! All 
that Jesus was, all that He is today, all that He will be 
tomorrow-is in that lovely name of Jesus. The prayer 
prayed in His name receives special attention. 
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Oh for earth shaking prayers! When the Early Church 
met opposition and the circumstances seemed so 
forbidding, the church went to prayer. Scarcely had 
their prayers subsided when the walls of the prayer 
room trembled. What a dramatic token of God's 
presence with them! A Holy Ghost boldness to 
witness was infused into them. We, too, need these 
special manifestations of God's reality and this 
boldness to witness. 
 
Holy Ghost praying is that in which the Holy Spirit 
inspires and directs our prayers (Ephesians 6:18). We 
often do not know what to pray for, but the Spirit 
Himself intercedes for us in accordance with the will 
of God (Romans 8:26-27). Jude speaks of "praying in 
the Holy Ghost" (Jude 20). We can find real strength 
by praying in other tongues. 
 
Learn to take everything to God in prayer. Worry is a 
killjoy and the enemy of your peace and tranquility. 
But these anxieties can vanish when by prayer and 
thanksgiving you present your requests to God. And 
when you learn to do this, the peace of God, which 
transcends your understanding, will guard your heart 
and mind. Prayer is your most effective recourse in 
times of anxiety and fear (Philippians 4:6). 
 
The way to "pray without ceasing" is to live in the 
atmosphere and spirit of prayer, for prayer is an 
attitude as well as an activity. 
 
 
3. Fasting is an important practice in our 

Christian life. 
 
Fasting was encouraged both in the Old Testament 
and in the New Testament. The prophet Joel 
appealed to the priests to call a public religious 
gathering (solemn assembly) in which all would 
participate and would turn to the Lord in fasting and 
weeping. It was to be a time of heart turning to God 
and a time to focus the thoughts and affections on 
Him (Joel 1:14; 2:1 2). 
 
What is the purpose of fasting? It is important to 
understand that fasting does not change God, but 
man. It is not a hunger strike to force God's hand. 
But it does help to keep God pre-eminent in our lives. 
Our very desire for food can enslave us unless 
checked occasionally by fasting. 
 
Notice that Jesus Christ expected His disciples to fast 
(Matthew 6:16-18). When we fast we are not to put 
on a gloomy or dismal appearance. Nor are we to 
parade our fasting to impress others with our 
spirituality. This behavior indicates an improper 

motive and immaturity. It has its award in the praise 
and applause of men, but not from God. 
 
Linked with prayer, fasting becomes a powerful and 
effective instrument in securing some of the victories 
we desire. Guidance and direction for our lives often 
come in the atmosphere of worship and fasting. 
When the Early Church engaged in fasting and 
worshiping, the Lord spoke clearly and plainly in 
giving them absolute conviction as to His will. The 
will of God was made known as to the expansion of 
the church. Some must stay; others must go. The 
Holy Spirit sends them; the church releases them 
(Acts 13:2; 14:23). 
 
 
4. Bible reading and study are essential to 
spiritual growth and victory. 

 
Someone has observed, "The Bible will keep you 
from sin, and sin will keep you from the Bible." A 
Bible stored on the shelf will do us no good 
whatsoever. It is only as we hide the Scripture in our 
hearts, through diligent reading and study, that it 
enables us to overcome sin. 
 
We need to be able to skillfully handle the Word of 
God, just as a master craftsman uses his tools. 
Bengel took for his guidance in study this motto: 
"Apply thyself wholly to the Scriptures, and apply the 
Scriptures wholly to thyself." Some apply themselves 
wholly to the Scriptures with microscopic intensity of 
search and research, but they neglect the other half. 
 
The Lord has done everything He can to keep us 
from ever knowing the meaning of the word wreck in 
our Christian life. If we have God's Word hidden 
away in our hearts, we have an effective sword 
which, when wielded by the Holy Spirit, can bring 
tremendous victory over Satan. And remember, it is 
the sword of the Spirit, not the sword of our flesh. 
 
Jesus Christ Himself went to the Book (the Word of 
God) to defeat Satan in the time of temptation. The 
words of His three answers to the tempter came 
from two chapters of Deuteronomy-words which 
were no doubt familiar to Him from His childhood. 
 
In our study of the Scriptures, let us not miss the 
central theme of the whole Bible-Jesus Christ! If you 
miss Him, you have missed it all. In the Old 
Testament, He is the One who is coming. In the New 
Testament, He is the One who has come and who is 
coming again. The Jews were mistaken in thinking 
they possessed "eternal life" because of their 
knowledge and familiarity with the outward letter and 
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format of the Scriptures. But they rejected Jesus 
Christ, to whom the Scriptures pointed (John 5:39). 
 
 
5. Witnessing about God's goodness in your 
own life will result in the winning of lost souls 

to the Lord. 

 
When Moses resisted the call of God, from an 
extreme sense of inferiority and insufficiency, the 
Lord responded, "Now therefore go, and I will be 
with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say" 
(Exodus 4:12). Moses was not to be the deliverer; 
that was God's job. But Moses was to be the 
instrument. As we respond to God's call in our own 
lives to tell others the good news of the gospel, we 
too can count on His presence, His power, and His 
plan. The testimony of what God has done for us is 
worthy of being told to an unsaved world, for we are 
not recounting what we have done, but what God 
has done for us. 
 
A key to effective evangelism is being a witness 
before engaging in witnessing. The Lord said, "Ye are 
my witnesses" (Isaiah 43:10), and "Ye shall be 
witnesses unto me" (Acts 1:8). Being a witness is not 
a matter of personality, but rather a matter of being 
filled with the Spirit of Christ. It is not putting on a 
plastic smile to everyone we meet, but radiating the 
Christ living within. We must be something before we 
can give anything. It is not a matter of lunging at 
people, bugging people and button-holing everyone 
we meet. But we should always be prepared to give 
an answer to everyone who asks us for a reason for 
the hope within us (I Peter 3:15). And then we 
should do it with gentleness and respect. 
 
 
THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT SHOULD BE 
EVIDENT IN THE SPIRIT FILLED LIFE 

 
The real source of our spiritual life and fruitfulness is 
found by abiding in Jesus Christ (John 15:1-6). As we 
remain in Christ we receive what the branch receives 
by abiding in the vine. 
 
With the fruit of the Spirit manifested in our lives we 
can be effective in heralding the message of 
salvation to others. Apart from Him we are dead and 
ineffective, just as the branch detached from the vine 
is unfruitful. 
 
There needs to be a fire kindled in our hearts so that 
we cannot help but speak the things we have seen, 
heard, and discovered in the Christian life. To be 
silent was impossible for the apostles when they 

were commanded not to speak in the name of Jesus. 
Even Jeremiah the prophet, when under deep 
discouragement, decided he would not mention the 
Lord any more or speak in His name; however, he 
found the Word of God was like a burning fire in his 
bones and he could not hold back his testimony 
(Jeremiah 20:9). May it be so with us. Some are 
called courageous in witnessing when they are only 
reckless. But true courage will come from a genuine 
love for the Lord. We will then be prompted, not by 
impulse or passion, but by deep convictions. 
 
In giving our testimony, we should avoid confusing 
terminology by expressing spiritual truths in spiritual 
words. (See I Corinthians 2:13.) We do not have to 
be ashamed or tuck our heads in speaking of our 
wonderful Lord. Some professing Christians may 
have disappointed us, but Jesus Christ never. Happy 
is the Christian who can make others see Jesus 
supremely, while all others fade away in His 
transfiguring light. When we unveil Christ, others will 
be enamored in His loveliness and lost in His beauty. 
Only Jesus can really satisfy the soul's thirst after 
God. 
 
Light came into our lives when Jesus Christ came in. 
Darkness belongs to our old, past life. Now we walk 
in accordance with that light-living right, talking right, 
and allowing our lives to overflow more and more 
with love for others. (See Ephesians 5:8-10; 
Philippians 1:9-11.) Sometimes we find it difficult to 
behave wisely, but the wisdom of God helps us to do 
so (James 3:17). 
 
 

THE GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT ARE AVAILABLE TO 

US 
 
Young people can be used of the Lord to effectively 
carry on His work in the earth. The gifts of the Spirit 
or the manifestations of the Spirit (supernatural 
enablements), are available to all believers. Since 
they have their origin in the grace of God, they do 
not place one on a higher plane than other believers. 
There are scriptural laws or principles which govern 
all spiritual gifts and manifestations (I Corinthians 
14:33). If the gifts are motivated by love and are in 
deed the operation of the Holy Spirit, they do not 
bring confusion or disorder into an assembly. 
 
It is possible for us to get ourselves into serious 
difficulties if we strive to bring to pass that which is 
the result of our own will, rather than God's will. But 
when our desire is to build up the church and other 
Christians, we can be a channel of great blessing. 
Paul encouraged Christians, when they came 
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together, to be ready to contribute something, 
whether it be a psalm, a lesson, etc. (I Corinthians 
14:26-28). 
Since the gifts show forth the glory of God and not 
the glory of man, we need to desire those which are 
most upbuilding to the entire body of believers. For 
this reason we should desire to give an inspired 
utterance in our own language (to prophesy) rather 
than to give a message in tongues without 
interpretation. Paul teaches that it is proper to speak 
in tongues to strengthen your own faith and to 
encourage yourself, but you should also cultivate and 
desire the gift of prophetic speaking to edify the 
entire body. Everything must always be done in a 
proper and orderly way. God is not the author of 
confusion. 
 
It should be pointed out that the Early Church was 
God-conscience, rather than gift-conscience. As they 
dedicated themselves to Him and yielded themselves 
to His will and workings, His Spirit flowed through 
them as the need demanded. 
 
I have noticed a strong connection in the Scriptures 
between the operation of the gifts of the Spirit and 
obedience to the command of the Lord to preach the 
gospel to every creature. (See Mark 16:15-20.) The 
operation of the gifts are not confined to the 
sanctuary, but will be seen in evidence as we 
proclaim the gospel to the lost and reach out where 
there is human need. This is why, on mission fields in 
particular (both at home and abroad), we witness 
such mighty demonstrations of the Spirit. These are 
not natural talents, but supernatural demonstrations 
of God's power. 
 
 
COMMUNION SHOULD BE OBSERVED AS A 

MEMORIAL OF CHRIST'S DEATH FOR US 
 
What rich and beautiful times the people of God can 
experience in His presence as they partake of the 
bread and the cup in the communion service. The 
breaking of the bread and the drinking of the cup are 
intended to give us a visual demonstration of the 
most important thing our Redeemer did on earth, His 
dying for us and providing a way for the remission of 
our sins. 
 
Never partake of the communion service in a careless 
manner or with unconfessed sin in your life. To do so 
can bring condemnation instead of blessing. Just as a 
person gives to someone he loves a photograph or 
other token, hoping that one will remember him, so 
Christ gave us these emblems so that we would 
never forget His great love for us as demonstrated in 

the giving of Himself freely at Calvary. Think of Him 
lovingly and longingly as you partake of the 
emblems. When we observe it, we proclaim to 
ourselves and to the world that the foundation and 
basis of our salvation is based on Calvary and on His 
broken body and shed blood. 
 
 
DIVINE HEALING IS FOR US TODAY CALVARY 

PROVIDED BOTH SALVATION AND HEALING. 
 
At the beginning of the journeys of the people of 
Israel into the wilderness, God gave them a 
wonderful promise of healing (Exodus 15:26). The 
promise of healing is still valid today. 
 
In Psalm 103:1-3, David gave God the glory for 
salvation of soul as well as healing of the body. Both 
benefits are joined in the same verse, showing a 
definite connection. 
Isaiah, in his prophecy of Jesus Christ, spoke of Him 
as the sin-bearer who also carries our griefs and 
sorrows. A literal translation of this would read, "our 
sicknesses and pains." He is the Great Physician as 
well as the Sacrificial Lamb. Yes, healing for soul and 
body is found in Christ. Matthew 8:17 provides 
definite proof that Isaiah did have reference to 
physical as well as spiritual healing. 
 
Peter and John did not take credit for the healing of 
the lame man who had been a cripple from birth 
(Acts 3:11-16). Faith in the name of Jesus, a faith 
inspired by God, made him completely well. Peter, 
inspired by the Holy Ghost, declared that it was by 
the authority of and through the name of Jesus 
Christ that the man stood before them in perfect 
health. Here was a man they all knew by sight, once 
hopelessly crippled and now perfectly whole. We can 
trust Him for healing today, for the Bible declares, 
`Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day and for 
ever" (Hebrew 13:8). 
 
What should we do if we need healing? James gives 
us some definite instruction concerning this matter 
(James 5:13-16). We should make a request for the 
elders of the church to come and pray for us. They 
will anoint us with oil in the name of the Lord Jesus 
as an act of dedication and consecration, implying on 
our part a full surrender to God. (See Leviticus 
8:1012.) The prayer of faith will bring about the 
desired healing. This prayer of faith is a prayer 
inspired by God to serve His purpose and accomplish 
His will. If there are things standing between us and 
God, or between us and others, we need to confess 
them. There was once a man who received his 
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healing after acknowledging that he had withheld 
from God his tithes and offerings. 
 
 
HOLINESS SHOULD BE MANIFESTED IN THE 
LIFE OF THE BELIEVER 

 
 
1. God is holy. Because of God's holiness, we 

are to be holy. Our lives must be Christ-like in 
every respect. 

 
The basis, pattern, and standard of holiness is the 
holiness of God Himself: "Be ye holy for I am Holy" 
(Leviticus 20:7). Because we are His exclusive 
property, we are to be holy unto Him (Leviticus 
20:26). 
 
Holiness is not simply a doctrine that we hold or a 
placard that we display, but it is an inward state of 
heart and mind produced by a holy God living within 
us. This ensures that our outward behavior and 
relationships are right. 
 
Holiness has been defined as "purity with a bloom on 
it." Psalm 29:2, in the Amplified Bible, states, 
"Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness or in holy 
array." This holy array must be the righteousness of 
God. 
 
We put off, or lay aside, the old life when we come 
to Christ, just as we would lay aside an old garment. 
We "put on" a new garment. We are not responsible 
to make the garment, but we are responsible to put 
it on. God is the tailor and we enter His dressing 
room. He clothes us with His righteousness and we 
are "accepted in Him." 
 
When you become a part of the family of God, you 
become really special to God. He continues to work 
on and develop a church that will be without spot or 
wrinkle. It is a holy church! 
 
In the Scripture, there is a definite connection 
between love and holiness (I Thessalonians 3:12- 
13). Paul's desire for the believers was that they 
would grow in love and overflow with that love for 
one another and for all men. Thus their hearts would 
be strong and free from all sin. Selfishness, the very 
opposite of love, is a blemish to true holiness. We are 
to seek eagerly for peace with everyone and for a 
holy life (Hebrews 12:14-15). This is essential if we 
want to see the Lord. 
 
 

 

2. We must be separated from the world. 

 
God's people are a "peculiar people" (I Peter 2:9), 
but not in the sense of being odd. We are a very 
special people, a separated people, with a special 
purpose and aim in life. Peter urged us to escape 
from this wicked or perverse generation through a 
Pentecostal experience with God (Acts 2:40). The 
Holy Spirit desires to make His home in us. Since our 
body becomes the property of God, and we do not 
belong to ourselves any longer, we must avoid sexual 
looseness and immorality, remaining united only in 
the Lord. 
 
There is a vast difference in what we once were and 
what we are now by the grace of God. Those filled 
with the Spirit and baptized in His name do not drag 
the old sins of fornication, idolatry, adultery, 
homosexuality, stealing, covetousness, drunkenness, 
or swindling into the new life (I Corinthians 6:9-11). 
We are still in this world, but we must not become 
absorbed in its affairs, or become dragged down by 
the worldly system. We are to resist the efforts to 
squeeze us into the world's mold by making a 
decisive dedication of our bodies to the Lord 
(Romans 12:1-2). We should never cause grief to the 
Lord by engaging in those activities belonging to the 
old life. Stealing is out, foul language is out, and 
insulting language is to be put aside forever 
(Ephesians 4:28-32). 
 
As Christian young people, we must not form 
intimate and inconsistent relations with unbelievers. 
Yes, this is applied to our dating and courtship 
practices. We are not only judged by the company 
we keep, but we are molded and influenced by it. It 
is those we love and care for that can change the 
texture of our lives. We must steer clear of the 
activities of darkness. Then we must give our minds 
to the things that are above (Colossians 3:2). Our 
minds will not automatically dwell on heavenly 
things; we must direct our thoughts in the direction 
of God. 
 
Choices are a vital part of every Christian life. Like 
Moses, we need to select the permanent to the 
passing. There are pleasures in sin, but they are 
short-lived. Remember, if you are bent on being a 
friend with the world, you are taking your stand as 
God's enemy (James 4:4). When one persists in 
loving the world system, there is no love for God in 
him; rather, there is the expulsive power of a new 
affection. 
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3. Our apparel and adornment should bring 

glory to God and reflect Christ living in us 

 
The grace of God is never a license or excuse for sin. 
Actually, grace is a teacher, training us to renounce 
ungodliness and worldly desires and teaching us to 
live responsible, honorable, and God-fearing lives in 
this present world (Titus 2:11-12). 
 
There are two extremes to avoid in this matter of 
holiness. One of these is to take the attitude that we 
believe in "inward holiness" and it makes no 
difference how we behave or dress outwardly. This is 
a contradiction. The other extreme to avoid is to put 
all the emphasis on an "outward holiness." This is 
also impossibility and makes hypocrites out of us. 
 
The beauty of holiness is exemplified in godly women 
who have that inner loveliness of the heart, the 
lasting charm of a gentle and quiet spirit. This is very 
precious in the sight of God and has a great effect on 
the unsaved (I Peter 3:1-5). This kind of inward 
holiness cannot help but express itself in appropriate 
outward dress. 
 
From the very beginning, God made a distinction 
between men and women. This distinction is to be 
shown in the manner of our dress (Deuteronomy 
22:5). The unisex idea is of the devil. A Christian 
does not need to go to extremes or to be ridiculous 
in dress to please the Lord (Philippians 4:5). One 
should show such reserve or decorum in dress as is 
associated with a clean mind. Since clothing is a 
symbol of character, we should dress as is 
appropriate for those living in the fear of God, and of 
those with a clean mind. Our apparel and adornment 
should bring glory to God and reflect Christ living 
within us. 
 
The biblical teaching regarding long hair for women 
and short hair for men is not based upon a cultural 
situation applicable only to Paul's day. It is based 
upon several divine principles which are important for 
us to understand today: (1) It is based upon the 
headship principle ordained by God in the beginning. 
The long hair of the woman is a sign she is under 
man's authority (I Corinthians 11:1-7). (2) It is based 
upon a natural principle making us to feel that long 
hair is disgraceful for a man (I Corinthians 11:14-15). 
But it is an added glory to the woman. (3) It is based 
upon some "angelic" situation (I Corinthians 11:10). 
(4) It is a matter of proper worship (I Corinthians 
11:16). 
 

If anyone is anxious to dispute the matter regarding 
hair, Paul acknowledged that he himself recognized 
no other practice in worship than this. 
 
Be thankful for the glorious privilege of being a 
Christian! It is not all a life of restrictions, but of 
glorious opportunities. It is Satan's business to make 
us more mindful of restrictions than blessings. He did 
this to Eve in pointing out the one forbidden tree, 
rather than directing her attention to the many trees 
she could partake of. Do not ever feel like you are 
missing out on all the fun by living for God. 
Actually, you never know what real living is, until you 
know Jesus and invest your life totally in Him and His 
cause. 
 
 
 


