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II. SIN AND SALVATION  
by Ralph Reynolds 
 
WHAT IS SIN? 
 
It is possible to hear a word used so often that we 
lose its significance! One such word is sin. The more 
this word is used, the more casual we can become 
with it. Therefore, it is appropriate to pause and 
consider the wide world represented by these three 
letters, S-I-N. 
 
It is important to know the definitions of this small 
word, for what you do not know could hurt you. 
Ignorance in this area could have far-reaching 
consequences. The prophet Hosea described a 
condition where Israel's lack of knowledge would 
cause its destruction (Hosea 4:6). An error in 
understanding sir could cause error in your life. 
 
Without a knowledge of sin there would be no desire 
to be saved from it. Unless one realizes the hopeless 
web in which he has entangled himself, he will not 
cry out for help. He does not realize how low he has 
fallen until he sees the length of rope it takes to pull 
him up. 
 
In Henry Van Dyke's classic short story, "The County 
of the Blind," he described a secluded valley in which 
all the residents were blind. They had developed e 
whole way of life based on their blindness. They 
ridiculed and rejected a sighted visitor and his 
descriptions as abnormal and absurd. This illustrates 
the condition of the world system. In II Corinthians 
4:4. Paul wrote that the god of this world has blinded 
the minds of men to the point that they cannot see 
spiritual light and truth. Therefore, men in sin accept 
their blind state as normal and consider the one who 
has been saved from sin to be odd. 
 
Lest we should be lulled into a blasé attitude 
accepting sin as a normal state, we need to see sin it 
biblical light as an abnormal state for which men 
were not created. 
 
There are several words used in the Scripture that 
graphically portray this. In Hosea 6:7, the word abar 
is translated, "transgressed." Abar means "to pass 
over." It is the breaking of a known command, going 
beyond assigned limits, to trespass boundaries. For 
instance, Adam knowingly overstepped the limits God 
had set for him. 
 
In I Timothy 1:9, the word pasha is translated a: 
"lawless." It means "to break away from." It is the 
denying of God's right to command. It is a state of 

lawlessness or spiritual anarchy. We do not want to 
be told what to do, so we wander like stray sheep 
outside the pasture fences, trying to find our own 
way. 
 
The word chata is used in both Romans 3:23 and I 
John 3:4. This word refers to an archer shooting his 
arrow and failing to hit the target. He misses the 
mark, and comes short of the goal. This word 
describes man's futile attempt to be right before God 
outside of coming to Jesus. Life is always off-center, 
out of focus, and short of the target. 
 
Adam and Eve's rebellion against God's rule in the 
Garden of Eden was more than just a Sunday school 
story. The implications were great. The most 
powerful creatures of God's world sold their 
dominion, and their powers fell into satanic hands. 
Man voluntarily became servant to the one he 
obeyed. (See Romans 6:16.) In John 8:34, Jesus 
said, "Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of 
sin." A powerful God-given kingdom was sold out in 
Eden. 
 
Words like otseb (Psalm 139:24) and amel (Job 
20:22) speak of the bitter servitude and the wages 
paid. "For the wages of sin is death. . ." (Romans 
6:23). And the two words, aven (Psalm 66:18) and 
belizaal (Psalm 101:3), refer to the vanity and 
emptiness of sin. From a close examination of the 
works of the flesh listed in Galatians 5:19-21, we can 
see that a man who serves sin gets nothing for it. 
 
Man's rebellion against God's leadership produced 
divine anger. Both Exodus 33:3 and Psalm 7:11 
speak of God's anger with the wicked. God is angry 
at sin because it ruined His dream, corrupted His 
perfect creation, and brought sickness, heartache, 
emptiness, and death. This was never part of the 
divine plan. 
 
Sin produced separation from God, who earnestly 
desired man's fellowship (Psalm 66:18; Isaiah 59:2). 
It also resulted in both physical and spiritual death as 
God had warned (Romans 5:12; 6:23; James 1:14-
15). God had no other choice but to judge sin 
(Hebrews 9:27; Jude 14-15). 
 
 
MAN IS A SINNER 
 
The above heading says it all! It accurately describes 
what is wrong about the world. Men are basically 
sinners, rebellious at the core of their lives. Sin did 
not just corrupt the original parents, but the whole 
bloodstream of the human race is polluted by sin. Sin 
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is "blood poisoning." "For as by one man's 
disobedience many were made sinners, so by the 
obedience of one shall many be made righteous" 
(Romans 5:19). 
 
Man comes from the womb a sinner. He does not 
evolve into that state; he is born with a sinful nature. 
In his repentant prayer, David recognized that the 
reason he committed sin was because he was a 
sinner: "Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin 
did my mother conceive me" (Psalm 51:5). Man, at 
his highest state, is sinful. He is born with a nature to 
sin but not born a slave to sin. He becomes a slave 
by voluntarily obeying sin (Romans 6:16). Although a 
sinner by birth, he becomes a sinner by practice. The 
only thing that can keep a "sinner by birth" from 
becoming a "sinner by practice" is a new birth 
through Jesus Christ (John 3:5). 
 
God does not necessarily have to send severe 
judgment on a man to punish him. All that is 
necessary is for the Lord to withdraw His mercy and 
allow man to experience the results of his own 
actions. As in agriculture, so is life! A man reaps what 
he sows (Galatians 6:7). One translation of Numbers 
32:23 says, "And you may be sure that your sin will 
find you out." Sin carried within itself the seeds of 
punishment. 
 
The Bible specifically states that this sinful condition 
is a part of humanity, and everyone is a sinner 
without exception. Isaiah 53:6 says, `All we like 
sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one 
to his own way." Romans 3:10 declares that "There 
is none righteous," and Romans 3:23 states it plainly: 
"all have sinned." 
 
Because all men are sinners and deserving of the 
judgment of God, all men need to be saved from 
their sin. The salvation of the Cross is not for only a 
few, but for all men everywhere. 
 
Every part of man has been infected by sin's 
contamination. His very heart, the core of his being, 
is deceitful and desperately wicked (Jeremiah 17:9). 
So this is no surface problem. To treat sin's outward 
symptoms, as described as works of the flesh in 
Galatians 5:19, without providing a person with a 
new heart, would be like putting a band aid on a 
cancer. 
 
Man's mind has been blinded to spiritual matters (I 
Corinthians 2:14), so he considers them of lesser 
importance. He has a carnal mind that is an enemy 
of God, and therefore he cannot please God (Romans 
8:7-8). His conscience has been dulled so that he is 

insensitive to the Spirit of God (Ephesians 4:19; Titus 
1:15). His will has been defiled so that he cannot do 
good if he desires (Romans 7:19). Even his best 
efforts and his highest achievements are as filthy 
rags in the sight of God (Isaiah 64:6). 
 
 
JESUS CHRIST PROVIDES SALVATION 
 
In Revelation 13:8, Jesus Christ is called "the Lamb 
slain from the foundation of the world." This title 
emphasizes the resolve of God to assume 
responsibility for the results of His creative acts. 
When Doctor Salk discovered an antidote for polio, 
he also assumed responsibility if the new medication 
went wrong. 
 
Before He created the first thing, God placed Himself 
in a position to save the creation, which, in His 
foreknowledge, He knew would rebel. Therefore from 
the opening chapters of human history, God declared 
that He would redeem (buy back) that which was lost 
in sin. According to Psalm 37:39, salvation is of the 
Lord. As Creator, God was the only One who could 
save men. That's why Isaiah stated, "Behold, God is 
my salvation; . . .for the LORD JEHOVAH is my 
strength and my song; he also is become my 
salvation" (Isaiah 12:2). 
 
The central theme of the Bible is the Lamb of God, 
The Bible is not a book of the history of the ancient 
world, as some suppose, but it is the account of 
God's redemption of man from sin. Through the eye 
of faith the patriarch Abraham uttered this prophecy 
from Mt. Moriah, where he was about to offer up his 
only son: "My son, God will provide himself a lamb" 
(Genesis 22:8). The entire Scripture is the unfolding 
of that fact. 
 
To show how central the Lamb is in Scripture, the 
middle verse of the Bible is found in Isaiah 53:7, 
which says, "He is brought as a lamb to the 
slaughter." The middle word of the Bible is lamb. 
 
His birth announcement read like this: "For unto you 
is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which 
is Christ the Lord" (Luke 2:11). When Jesus was 
introduced by John the Baptist, he was called "the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the 
world." Jesus, on numerous occasions, declared His 
purpose: "For God so loved the world, that He gave 
His only begotten Son..." (John 3:16); "For the Son 
of man is come to seek and to save that which was 
lost" (Luke 19:10). Although He was the Master 
Teacher and the Great Physician, His main mission 
was to give His life as a ransom for lost men. 
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The overwhelming witness of those closest to Him 
confirmed this mission. (See Romans 5:6, I 
Corinthians 5:7; 15:3; Galatians 1:4; I Timothy 1:15; 
Titus 2:11-14; Hebrews 2:9; 9:28; I Peter 2:24; 
Revelation 1:5; 5:9.) Even to the casual observer, 
Jesus Christ was taking another's place at Calvary. A 
Roman heathen remarked, "Truly this was the Son of 
God" (Matthew 27:54). 
 
Christ's death was no accident, or just the result of a 
miscarriage of justice. He could have prevented 
anything men did to Him. Jesus was quick to tell 
Pilate that the procurator had no power to take His 
life because He was laying it down of His own accord. 
God ordained that He fulfill the sentence of death 
(like the death penalty) that was against man. 
 
 
THE BLOOD OF A SINLESS SACRIFICE ATONED 
FOR OUR SINS 
 
The word atonement is used frequently in reference 
to salvation. It comes from the Hebrew word copher 
which means "to cover or overspread." It is the 
satisfaction for an injury or a debt that was paid in 
full. The implication is that there was a judgment 
against man because of sin, and the price was blood 
to be shed. Blood would be the only covering or 
atonement God would accept for sin: "And when I 
see the blood, I will pass over you..." (Exodus 
12:13); "For the life of the flesh is in the blood. . for 
it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the 
soul" (Leviticus 17:11); "And without shedding of 
blood is no remission" (Hebrews 9:22). 
 
The requirement for the Old Testament sacrifice was 
that it must be a lamb without spot or blemish. 
Therefore, in order to pay man's penalty, Jesus, the 
Lamb of God-could not have sinned Himself. He was 
tempted like all men, but He did not sin (Hebrews 
4:15). He did no sin, neither was guile found in his 
mouth" (I Peter 2:22). 
 
It was His testimony that even though He committed 
no sin-He died for the sins of others. "For this is my 
blood of the new testament, which is shed for many 
for the remission of sins" (Matthew 26:28). "But God 
commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us" (Romans 5:8). 
"Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed 
with corruptible things, as silver and gold. . .But with 
the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without 
blemish and without spot..." (I Peter 1:18-19). When 
John was worshiping Christ, in Revelation 1:5, he 

said, "Unto him that loved us, and washed us from 
our sins in his own blood." 
 
In order for Him to die in our stead, He became flesh 
and blood like us so He could die (Hebrews 2:14). 
According to Isaiah 53:6, II Corinthians 5:21, and 
Galatians 3:13, He who knew no sin became guilty, 
in our place in order to take our judgment. 
What took place at Calvary's cross was more than a 
sad story of an innocent man being tortured to 
death. There was a legal transaction taking place as 
well, for God transferred man's guilt onto Jesus 
Christ and accepted His blood as a covering for us. 
"And the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us 
from all sin" (I John 1:7). 
 
 
OBEDIENCE IS ESSENTIAL TO SALVATION 
 
All the provisions of salvation are of God. He has 
accomplished it. The old song says, `Jesus paid it all; 
all to Him I owe." The riches of God's grace are 
"deposited in the bank of heaven in Jesus' name." 
We can have them if we will follow the guidelines for 
withdrawal. But if we refuse to obey the plan of 
salvation, we will continue to exist in our abject 
spiritual poverty. 
 
I once heard of an attorney who traveled between 
Boston and Ireland to inform the poor Irish out in the 
bogs that they were really rich. Their relatives had 
emigrated to America and became very wealthy. 
Upon their death, the wealth was willed to the poor 
of the family in Ireland. But what if the poor did not 
believe the attorney? They would remain in their 
poverty never realizing the benefits of the wealth 
that was legally theirs. 
 
Likewise, we have a relative Jesus Christ-who has 
died and provided the riches of God's grace for us: 
"Though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became 
poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich" (II 
Corinthians 8:9). 
 
They key to our personal salvation is not only what 
God has done, but how we will respond to it. I read 
of a certain rich man who died, leaving a portion of 
his wealth to all the Sunday schools in the country. 
His will stipulated that the money had to be applied 
for, and then it would be distributed according to 
enrollment. Some churches just waited for the 
money, which they never received; other Sunday 
schools made the required application and enjoyed 
the benefits of their benefactor's wealth. 
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If men are not saved, if they do not receive the 
benefits of Christ's work, it is not God's fault. Every 
necessary provision has been made for sinners, but if 
they will not obey the terms of salvation, they will die 
in their sins. Salvation is a covenant between God 
and man-each party meeting certain requirements. 
God has fulfilled His obligations, and He now waits 
for man to respond. 
 
The necessary ingredient for God's riches to become 
ours is obedience. We must accept and follow the 
conditions of the covenant carefully and completely. 
God has told us that "to obey is better than sacrifice" 
(I Samuel 15:22). Acts 5:32 says God gives the Holy 
Ghost to them that obey Him. And James 1:25 
admonished us to be doers, not just hearers of the 
Word of God. 
 
The basic characteristic of Jesus Christ was His 
obedience to God's will. Obedience was His main 
motivation. He said in John 4:34, "My meat is to do 
the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work." 
If we will truly be Christ-like, or Christians, we must 
also make obedience to God's Word our main 
principle of life. We cannot be saved without acting 
on God's provision! 
 
 
SAVING FAITH AND BELIEF 
 
Faith is more than a mental exercise where we 
believe what God's Word declares. If just believing 
was all that was necessary, the devil would be saved. 
James 2:19 says that the devil believes there is one 
God and trembles, but obviously he will never be 
saved. The point James makes throughout his letter 
is that faith must have action, that "faith without 
works is dead" (James 2:20). 
 
Faith is acting upon God's promise. It is trusting God 
so completely that we begin to act on what He says. 
If the Bible commands us to call for the elders to 
anoint us with oil and to pray for our sickness, then 
faith picks up the phone and makes the request. 
 
The great faith chapter of the Bible, Hebrews 11, is a 
chapter of action. Noah believed what God said, so 
he picked up his tools and began building an ark. 
Abraham heard God, packed his goods, and headed 
out for the Promised Land. 
 
Faith is not just an auditorium exercise or something 
you experience only in church, but it is taking action 
on what you know to be God's pleasure! It is not 
necessary to wait for the emotions to signal 
obedience. 

 
Faith obeys no matter what circumstances and 
emotions may say. It is not necessary to wait for the 
"right feeling" before repenting, being baptized, or 
apologizing to an offended brother. These actions are 
all the clearly stated will of God and demand 
immediate obedience. 
 
Notice the following actions in which believers are to 
participate: 
(1) Believers are to be baptized (Mark 16:16). 
(2) The Philippian jailor believed and was baptized 
(Acts 16). 
(3) Believers are to receive the Holy Ghost (John 
7:38) 
(4) The Apostle Paul expected believers to be 
receivers: "Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye 
believed?" (Acts 19:2). 
 
After giving the great definition of faith in Hebrews 
11, the writer made a strong statement: "But without 
faith it is impossible to please him" (Hebrews 11:6). 
 
The story is told of an acrobat who walked a tight 
rope stretched across Niagara Falls before a large 
crowd. Upon completion of his daring feat, and after 
thunderous applause, he asked how many in the 
audience believed he could push a wheelbarrow 
across on the tightrope. One man quickly raised his 
hand and voiced his confidence in the man's ability. 
The acrobat then replied, "If you really believe in me, 
climb in the wheelbarrow." 
 
Old Testament saints believed. Rahab trusted the 
message of the two Israelite spies and hung a scarlet 
cord over the wall of Jericho. Naaman finally came to 
a point of faith when he dipped in Jordan seven 
times. 
 
If we will see God's promises actualized in our lives, 
we must believe to the point of obedience. God is 
saying, "Get in the wheelbarrow!" 
 
 
REPENTANCE IS ESSENTIAL TO SALVATION 
 
Faith is the first important response to God which will 
spawn obedience. The first step of obedience 
involves repentance. Repentance was the theme of 
John the Baptist's ministry. Before Jesus could come, 
the hearts of men had to be ready to receive Him. He 
did not come until repentance was preached. 
 
The original Greek word for repentance is matonoia, 
which means "to change one's mind, see and 
evaluate differently." Repentance is a complete turn-
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away from sin and reaching for God, who is the only 
hope of salvation. It is to accept God's view of 
yourself and your situation. It is to admit that God is 
correct in His view of you. 
 
In Luke 13:2-3, Jesus said that if men did not repent, 
they would perish. If there is no turning away from 
sin unto God, then there was no option but to die in 
sin. That is why, in Luke 15:10, Jesus described the 
angels rejoicing over one sinner repenting, for that 
man is on his way to salvation. Sin is at his back and 
the Savior becomes his focus. 
 
In II Corinthians 7:10, the Apostle Paul defined true 
repentance. He did not apologize for the fact that his 
previous letter had caused the congregation to feel 
badly, because godly sorrow causes people to repent. 
Repentance is more than just remorse or feeling bad. 
It is feeling bad enough in a right way to do 
something about the condition. Judas Iscariot was 
sorry for what he did, but he ran from the cross 
instead of toward the only One who could help him. 
 
Notice, in 11 Corinthians 7:11, that godly sorrow 
brought a carefulness; a desire to restore any wrong; 
an indignation or anger at sin; a fear or respect for 
God; a vehement desire to live for Him; and revenge, 
or a longing to be part of the army of God that will 
destroy the works of the devil. What a change for a 
sinner; but, oh, what a salvation it brings! 
 
Lest it be misunderstood, the call to repentance is 
not an invitation, but a command. "And the times of 
this ignorance God winked at; but now commendeth 
all men every where to repent" (Acts 17:30). If 
repentance was only an invitation, man could refuse 
it without divine retribution. Because it is a 
command, those who refuse to repent are guilty of 
disobedience, and therefore subject to judgment. But 
God is not willing that any should perish, but they will 
if they do not repent (II Peter 3:9). 
 
Repentance is a prerequisite to receiving anything 
from God. The message of the Old Testament 
prophets emphasized the turning away from sin 
before God would help men. (See II Chronicles 7:14; 
Ezekiel 18:21 and Joel 2:13.) Even in the physical 
property of the Tabernacle in the wilderness, the 
altar of sacrifice, a place of repentance, was the first 
instrument in the path into the presence of the Lord. 
It is no wonder that repentance was the first 
emphasis of the Early Church. (See Luke 24:47; Acts 
2:38; and Acts 3:19.) Repentance brings joy to 
heaven (Luke 15:10) and the nearness of God's 
presence (Psalm 34:18 and Psalm 51:17). 
 

Repentance has four vital ingredients. First, there 
must be confession that you are a sinner (Luke 
18:13), that Jesus is your hope of salvation (Acts 
4:12; I Timothy 4:10), and that you have personal 
sins for which you alone are responsible (I John 1:9, 
Luke 15:21). Second, you must forsake sin (Isaiah 
55:7; Luke 3:10-15). Third, there must be a turning 
to God (I Thessalonians 1 :9; Acts 26:18). Finally, 
there must be a willingness to make restitution as far 
as possible for wrongs committed against others 
(Matthew 5:24; Luke 19:1-10). 
 
Repentance is death to sin in the same manner that 
Jesus died at Calvary. Before there could be 
resurrection life, there had to be a death. The 
promise of Romans 6:8 is that if we will die to sin as 
Christ died at Calvary, we will share the resurrected 
life with Him. 
 
 
WATER BAPTISM IS ESSENTIAL TO 
SALVATION 
 
One step of obedience leads to another! If a person 
has died to sin in repentance, it only follows that he 
should be buried with Christ in water baptism 
(Romans 6:3-4). 
 
The example Paul used in I Corinthians 10:14 
concerned the Children of Israel leaving Egypt. The 
Red Sea was the boundary between bondage and 
deliverance. When God opened the sea and they 
passed through, Paul said they were baptized. When 
they came out on the other side of the sea, they had 
left their bondage of Egypt behind. Pharaoh no 
longer held a claim on them. Likewise, water baptism 
stands as a boundary sea between spiritual bondage 
and deliverance. We have to pass through baptism if 
we will be saved (I Peter 3:21; Romans 6:1-11). 
Mark 16:16 says, "He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved." Satan loses all legal claim to his 
erstwhile slave when a man is baptized in water in 
Jesus' name. 
 
Water baptism was a very important issue to the 
early Christian. The "what must we do" of Acts 2:37 
received the "musts" of Acts 2:38. Baptism was so 
important that Peter commanded Cornelius and his 
family to be baptized (Acts 10:48). Paul baptized the 
Philippian jailer and his family in the middle of the 
night (Acts 30-33). 
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1. Water Baptism should be performed in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
There are three basic elements stressed throughout 
the Scriptures as being essential to salvation-the 
blood, water, and the Spirit (I John 5:7-8). All three 
of these can be found in the sacrifices of the Old 
Testament, the anointing of the priests, and the 
layout of the Tabernacle. In the Tabernacle, no 
instrument - whether altar of blood, laver of water, 
candlestick, altar of incense, or table of bread-could 
be bypassed to enter God's presence. Jesus said that 
a person who tries to enter the fold any other way 
but through Him is a thief and a robber (John 10:1). 
 
Water baptism is called burial with Christ (Romans 
6:4, Colossians 2:8-12). A man dead to sin and his 
old life must be buried in order for there to rise a 
new life. According to I Corinthians 15:4, Jesus Christ 
was buried according to the Scriptures, or just like 
the prophets said. If we will be buried with Christ, we 
also must be buried, or baptized, just like the 
Scripture instructs us. 
 
According to Ephesians 4:5, there was only one Lord, 
one faith, and one baptism recognized in the New 
Testament church. Examination of their practices and 
instruction reveal that the apostles baptized all 
repentant men in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ 
(Acts 2:38; 4:12; 8:12-16; 10; 47- 48; 19:1-5; 22:16; 
Colossians 3:17). It was the common practice of 
Jesus' disciples. 
 
There was no conflict between what Jesus 
commanded in Matthew 28:19 and the practice of 
the apostles. To infer this is also to infer that Jesus' 
apostles were disobedient to Him. Paul flatly stated in 
Acts 26:19 that he had not been disobedient to the 
vision he received from the Lord and which he 
confirmed with the other apostles. Baptizing their 
converts in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ 
satisfied the command of Matthew 28:19. 
 
In John 18:21, when His critics asked Jesus about His 
doctrine, He told them to ask those who had heard 
Him. His disciples knew His doctrine. The first 
opportunity anyone had after that to ask His disciples 
was in 
 
Acts 2:37, which prompted Peter's answer in Acts 
2:38. 
 
 
 
 

2. Baptismal Formula: Jesus Is the name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 
Jesus is the name of the Father (John 5:43; Hebrews 
1:4), the Son (Matthew 1:21; Zechariah 14:9), and 
the Holy Ghost (John 14:18-20, 26). It is the name 
that encompasses all of heaven (Ephesians 3:14-15). 
His disciples did not echo the command of Christ in 
Matthew 28:19; they obeyed it! 
 
The following references from historians help 
document the fact that the only way the Early Church 
baptized was in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
The FORMULA For Baptism 
Hastings Dictionary of the Bible, Thirteenth Edition, 
Vol. 1 page 241: 
"The original form of words as 'into the name of 
Jesus Christ' or 'the Lord Jesus.' Baptism into the 
Trinity was a later development. 
 
Catholic Encyclopedia, 
Vol. 2, page 263: 
Here the authors acknowledged that the baptismal 
formula was changed by their church. 
 
Schaff-Herzog Religious Encyclopedia, 
Vol. 1, page 435: 
"The New Testament knows only the baptism in the 
name of Jesus." 
 
Hastings Dictionary of the Bible, 
page 88: 
"It has been customary to trace the institution of the 
practice to the words of Christ in Matthew 28:19, but 
the authenticity of this passage has been challenged 
on historical as well as textural grounds. It must be 
acknowledged that the formula of the threefold 
name, which is here enjoined, does not appear to 
have been used by the primitive church, which so far 
as our information goes, baptized 'in' or 'into' the 
name of Jesus, or Jesus Christ, or the Lord Jesus, 
without any reference to the Father or the Spirit." 
 
Scribners Dictionary of the Bible 
Vol. 1, page 241: 
"The original form of words were into the name of 
Jesus Christ or Lord Jesus. Baptism into the Trinity 
was a later development." 
 
Canney Encyclopedia, 
page 53: 
"The early church always baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus until the development of the Trinity, 
afterward they were baptized in the name of the 
Father, Son and Holy Ghost." 
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Encyclopedia Brittanica, Eleventh Edition 
Vol. 3, page 365: 
"The triune and trinity formula was not uniformly 
used from the beginning, and up until the third 
century, baptism in the name of Christ only was so 
wide-spread that Pope Stephen, in opposition to St. 
Cyprian, said that baptism in the name of Christ was 
valid. But the Catholic missionaries, by omitting one 
or more persons of the Trinity when they were 
baptized, were anathematized by the Roman Church. 
Now the formula of Rome is, 'I baptize thee in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost."' 
 
New International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, Vol. 
2, pages 377-378, 389: 
"Christian baptism was administered using the words 
'in the name of Jesus.' The use of a Trinity formula of 
any sort was not suggested in the early church 
history. Baptism was always in the name of the Lord 
Jesus until the time of Justin Martyr when Triune 
formula was used." 
 
Life Magazine, October 30, 1950, 
Vol. 29, No. 18, page 51: 
"The Catholics made this statement concerning their 
doctrine of the Trinity to defend the dogma of the 
assumption of Mary in an article by Graham Green: 
Our opponents sometime claim that no belief should 
be held dogmatically which is not explicitly stated in 
the Scriptures but the Protestant churches have 
themselves accepted such dogma as the trinity for 
which there is no such precise authority in the 
Gospels." 
 
3. Water Baptism Should be Performed by 
Immersion. 
 
Not only is the name in which baptism should be 
performed important, but also the method in which it 
is administered. Baptism should consist of immersion, 
or putting the repentant man completely under 
water. 
 
The word baptism is translated from baptizo which 
was a term used in the dyers' trade meaning "to dip." 
The dyers would dip the cloth in the dye until every 
molecule was saturated and came out the color of 
the dye. Baptism was designed to immerse a man 
into Christ; in baptism, he is to take on the 
characteristics of his Savior. 
 
Baptism is referred to as burial in Scripture (Romans 
6:3; Colossians 2:8-12). The references to Jesus' own 
baptism (Matthew 3:16; Mark 1 :9-12) indicate He 

was immersed in the Jordan River. The Scripture 
uses the phrase, "coming up out of the water," which 
implies He was physically down in the water. John 
3:23 says that John the Baptist was baptizing in a 
certain area because there was much water there. He 
needed a deep pool of water in order to immerse the 
converts. In Acts 8:35-39, the eunuch and Philip 
were riding through the desert when the eunuch 
spotted an oasis: "Here is water; what cloth hinder 
me to be baptized?" No doubt he had a canteen of 
drinking water in the chariot, as every traveler would; 
but it certainly would not be adequate for immersion. 
The oasis removed the hindrance to baptism, and 
they both went down into the water for the baptismal 
service. 
Again, sources outside the Word of God provide the 
following witness to the practice of the New 
Testament church. 
 
The MODE (Method) of Baptism 
 
Schaff Herzog Religious Encyclopedia, 
Vol. 1, page 451: 
"Baptism was always a burial. The command to 
baptize was 
a command to immerse." 
 
Catholic Biblical Encyclopedia, 
Vol. B, page 61: 
"Immersion was oldest method employed. Buried in 
baptism-Romans 6:4." 
 
Encyclopedia Dictionary of the Bible 
page 202: 
"It is evident that the action performed in baptizing 
was immersion." 
 
Encyclopedia of the Lutheran Church, 
Vol. 1, page 188: 
"Martin Luther preferred immersion as more true to 
original practice." 
 
Pulpit Commentary, 
Vol. 18, page 156: 
"Romans 6:4, `Buried in baptism.' The reference is to 
baptism by immersion." 
 
World Book Encyclopedia, 
1975 Edition, Vol. B, page 70: 
"The 'Early Christians' practiced immersion 
(submerging a person in water) as a method of 
baptism." 
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Encyclopedia International, 1975 Edition, 
Vol. 2, page 378: 
"The original mode of baptism was by immersion of 
the entire body in water, but a wide accepted 
method since the 2nd century has been baptism by 
effusion (pouring water on the head employed by the 
Roman Catholic Church)." 
 
New Catholic Encyclopedia, 1967 Edition, 
Vol. 2, page 56: 
"It is evident that Baptism in the early church was by 
immersion." 
 
New Catholic Encyclopedia, 1967 Edition, 
Vol. 2, page 65: 
"The Didache (Christian writings around the second 
and third centuries) and Cyprian (Bishop of Carthage) 
are generally cited as the earliest evidence for the 
allowance of effusion instead of immersion. Baptism 
by sprinkling is admitted by the present discipline of 
the church (Roman Catholic)." 
 
THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY GHOST IS 
ESSENTIAL 
 
The three-fold statement of Acts 2:38 corresponds 
with the pattern of salvation illustrated in the 
Tabernacle in the wilderness. First, men encountered 
the altar of sacrifice where sins were confessed, then 
came the laver of water for cleansing. But the 
process did not stop there. In fact, all of that 
prepared the way for the priest to enter the presence 
of the Lord. 
 
The intent of God in instructing Moses to build the 
Tabernacle was that He could dwell among the 
people. God's desire was to restore the close 
fellowship enjoyed with Adam in the Garden of Eden. 
Although sin brought a separation in the divine 
human relationship, God continually reached across 
the gap. 
 
The law of the Old Testament served a useful 
purpose in making men conscious of their need of 
God, but it never met the basic needs of both God 
and man. Men needed more than an outward code to 
cause them to obey. They found the law a cumber 
some burden to accommodate. There was nothing 
wrong with the law; the problem was with man 
Instead of "having to obey" God, man needed at 
inner unction, causing him to want to obey. He 
needed more than a reformation. Someone said 
"Reformation is putting a new shirt on the man, while 
salvation is putting a new man in the shirt." Man 
needed a new nature. 
 

Throughout the old covenant, the prophets declare a 
glad song. God was going to give men a new hear 
(Ezekiel 36:26-27), and He would write His laws it 
their inward parts (Jeremiah 31:33). Hosea 6:3 
reported God's Spirit falling upon men like the rains 
(former and latter) necessary for an agricultural 
harvest. 
 
The prophet Joel struck a resonant chord of hope 
when he said that God would pour out His Spirit on al 
flesh in the last days (Joel 2:28-29). God would 
restore that which sin had ravaged, and the blessing 
of the Lord would be enjoyed by everyone-slave, 
child man and woman. What anticipation germinated 
it Israel because of that prophecy! 
 
From the very outset of Jesus' ministry, men were 
directed to look beyond the immediate to a point 
where they would enjoy a personal, intimate fellow 
ship with God. His forerunner, John the Baptist, said 
it introducing Jesus, that He "shall baptize you with 
the Holy Ghost, and with fire" (Matthew 3:11). 
Throughout His ministry, Jesus spoke of the Holy 
Ghost - how it would be received, and what benefits 
would result. 
 
In Luke 11:9-13, He reassured the disciples that if 
they would ask, seek, and know-be specific and 
earnest in hungering after righteousness they would 
receive the genuine gift that God promised of old. At 
earthly father would not trick his children by giving 
them a snake instead of a fish. Jesus promised then 
that if they asked for the Holy Ghost they would 
receive the Spirit. And, at the close of His ministry 
Jesus told them to stay at Jerusalem until the) 
received the promise of the Holy Ghost (Luke 24:49 
Acts 1:4-5, 8). 
 
The baptism of the Holy Ghost was so important to 
the Early Church that they did not leave Jerusalem to 
evangelize the world without first being endued with 
the power of the Spirit from on high. It was so 
important that the leadership of the church 
journeyed to Samaria to pray for the converts who 
had not received the Holy Ghost (Acts 8:14-17). In 
Acts 19, the Apostle Paul insisted on John's disciples 
receiving this gift o God. 
 
1. Speaking in tongues is the initial, outward 
evidence of the infilling of the Holy Ghost. 
 
It was prophesied by both Isaiah and Jesus that the 
evidence of the Holy Ghost would be speaking it 
tongues. "For with stammering lips and another 
tongue will he speak to this people" (Isaiah 28:11) 
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And these signs shall follow them that believe. . .the 
shall speak with new tongues" (Mark 16:17). 
 
In his epistle, James described the tongue as the 
most unruly member of the body, a member that no 
man can tame (James 3:8). He also says that the 
tongue is like a bit to a horse's bridle, or a rudder to 
a ship. Although it is a small item, it sets the 
direction of the body (James 3:36). If the tongue can 
be controlled, man's whole body is harnessed. 
 
Doctors have said that the speech center of the 
human brain is the most powerful. In fact, the 
speech will guide and affect all other functions of the 
human anatomy. When God fills a man with the 
Spirit, He uses the most unruly and most powerful 
member - the tongue-to signal the surrender to God. 
 
The history of the apostolic church is marked by this 
spiritual phenomenon. It was the common 
experience of the 120 in the Upper Room on the Day 
of Pentecost (Acts 2:14). Peter identified this spiritual 
phenomenon in Acts with the outpouring of the Spirit 
when he said, "This is that…” In other words, this 
speaking in tongues is the sign of the outpouring of 
the Spirit. In Acts 8:17-19, Simon saw and heard 
something that caused him to ask for power to give 
the Holy Ghost to others. In both Cornelius' 
conversation (Acts 10:44¬46) and the experience of 
John's disciples (Acts 19:1-6), speaking in tongues 
was evident. In fact, when the people heard 
Cornelius and his family speak in tongues they were 
convinced that these Gentiles had received the 
identical gift as the Jews at Pentecost. The Book of 
Acts tells us they knew the Gentiles received the Holy 
Ghost "for they heard them speak with tongues" 
(Acts 10:45-46; 11:15). In I Corinthians 14:14-15, 
18, Paul unashamedly stated that he spoke in 
tongues often. 
 
2. The benefits of having the baptism of the 
Holy Ghost. 
 
Some of the benefits of the baptism of the Holy 
Ghost are as follows: 
(1) A new heart (Ezekiel 36:26) 
(2) Inner law (Jeremiah 31:33) 
(3) Rest, refreshing (Isaiah 28:11, Matthew 11:28-
30, Acts 3:19) 
(4) A teacher guiding into truth (Luke 12:12; John 
6:63; John 14:26; John 16:13, II Corinthians 3:6) 
(5) A new birth (John 3:1-8) 
(6) Well of living water (John 7:37-39) 
(7) Power (Acts 1:8) 
(8) Boldness (Acts 4:31-33) 
(9) Sonship (Romans 8:9-11, 16; Galatians 4:6)  

(10) Resurrection (Romans 8:11) 
(11) Baptized into body of Christ (I Corinthians 
12:13) 
(12) Newness of life (Romans 6:4)  
(13) Prayer partner (Romans 8:26-27)  
(14) Liberty (II Corinthians 3:17) 
(15) Sealed with earnest of inheritance (Ephesians 
1:13-14; 11 Timothy 2:19) 
(16) Hope (Colossians 1:27) 
 
Salvation is the process of God's goodness 
connecting with our faith and obedience, producing 
deliverance from sin and the penalty of death, and 
bringing us into the fullness of life and blessing of the 
Spirit. 
 
It is proper to refer to salvation as an act (being born 
again), a process (spiritual growth), and a 
consummation (heaven). It is Scriptural to say we 
have been saved (past-Titus 3:5; Ephesians 1:13), 
that we are being saved (present-I John 3:2; 
Philippians 2:12-13) and that we shall be saved 
(future-Matthew 24:13; Romans 13:11). 
 
We are saved from the penalty of sin at the cross of 
Calvary. Jesus paid the price so we would not have 
to. We are saved from the power of sin in the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost, "because greater is he 
that is in you, than he that is in the world" (I John 
4:4). But someday we shall be saved from the 
presence of sin in eternity! God's people have a 
hope, here and later, because God has a plan a plan 
of salvation. 
 
In Deuteronomy 6:23, Moses informed Israel that 
God brought them out of Egypt in order that He 
might bring them into the land of promise. The 
corresponding verse of Scripture in the New 
Testament is Philippians 1:6: "Being confident of this 
very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in 
you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ." 
 
 
 


